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to the point of being translation and commentary in one. It has been 
done by so competent a scholar as Maurice Goguel, who has provided 
also two introductions (a part of the first was done by Louis Randon) 
and a series of footnotes. The introduction to the whole New Testament 
deals with the canon, the text, and Judaism in New Testament times; 
that to the Synoptic Gospels covers the solution of the synoptic problem 
and the salient characteristics of each of the three documents. Both are 
brief, elementary, accurate, and absolutely clear. The notes have the 
same excellent qualities. Variant readings are noted, and the sources 
of successive passages are indicated in the margin, along with the synop- 
tic parallels. If the notes have a fault, it is that they are too elementary; 
they tell us the little things, but neither raise nor answer fundamental 
questions. The readers of the birth-stories here, for instance, will not 
be helped if they chance to inquire: Are these stories true ? If not true, 
what is their origin, meaning, and value ? What of the contradictions 
between Matthew and Luke? and the like. There must be French 
readers who raise such questions; is it beyond the province of a work like 
this to suggest reply ? We await with expectation further issues of this 

significant enterprise. 

Clayton R. Bowen 
Meadville Theological School 
Meadville, Pa. 



A NEW CHURCH HISTORY 1 

The merit of this book does not consist in its originality, for it makes 
no claims to such, but in its remarkably complete presentation of the 
essential facts of church history in a form abreast of the best modern 
methods of treating and teaching that subject. In fact, we have for the 
first time a thoroughly satisfactory textbook. The method of Kurtz 
was quite antiquated. His well-known handbook presented merely 
materials for history. In the book before us we have the facts presented 
in their genetic relation in the church's life. The book reads well, no 
small virtue in a work of the kind. The reader wholly untrained in 
theology and mediaeval secular history may find too many novel ideas 
in the book to regard it as easy reading. That is not the fault of the 
book but the fault of the reader. There is hardly anything that could be 
omitted in the presentation of the subject. The author avoids as far 
as possible merely technical matters and modes of treatment, but the 

1 A History of the Christian Church. By Williston Walker. New York : Scribner, 
1918. xiii+624 pages. $3.00. 
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book is so packed with solid matter that to profit by it the novice will 
have to go slowly with it. 

Next to the great merit of sound historical and didactic method is the 
excellent spirit in which the book is written. The author is a Protestant 
and writes primarily for Protestants. But this is not shown in any bias, 
for the book is as devoid of bias as could be desired, but merely in the 
selection of points of special interest to them, the rise of their distinctive 
tenets and ecclesiastical principles. The modern developments of the 
Roman church are not overlooked, but they are not on the same scale 
as matters of Protestant interest. This is the only indication of the 
author's position and is perfectly admissible. As to partisanship in 
matters that have been disputed among Protestants, there is not a trace, 
or any indication of anything but the broadest and fairest study of the 
actual facts as they have been generally established by the best scholar- 
ship of modern times, which is quite above the disputes of sects and 
churches. 

The scope and proportions of the book may best be shown by a brief 
analysis of its contents. After a rapid survey of the "Beginnings of the 
Christian Church to the Gnostic Crisis" (pp. 1-50) the remaining one 
hundred and seventy-five years of the Ante-Nicene period are discussed 
(pp. 51-111), somewhat after the manner of Loof's well-known outlines. 
In the "Imperial State Church" (pp. 112-94) the councils and the great 
controversies are presented as the main theme. In the section on the 
"Early Middle Ages, 600-1100," the emphasis is placed upon the rise 
of the papacy (pp. 195-236), and dreary detail is avoided. By this brief 
treatment more space is left for the far more important "Later Middle 
Ages" (pp. 238-326), which is especially distinguished for its excellent 
treatment of scholasticism and a brief but impressive sketch of the system 
of Aquinas, as the most representative theologian of the Middle Ages. 
In discussing the Reformation (pp. 327-480) the author wisely regards 
it as extending well into the seventeenth century, in England until the 
Act of Toleration. The concluding section (pp. 481-590) is given to the 
"Transition to the Modern Religious Situation" and sketches the rise 
of modern theological parties, ecclesiastical developments, and religious 
life. 

The book is provided with several useful maps and bibliographical 
helps, together with constant references to sources available in English. 

J. C. Ayee, Jr. 
Divinity School of the 
Protestant Episcopal Church 
Philadelphia, Pa. 



